Bangor University

College of Natural Sciences

JOB DESCRIPTION

Post Title:

Research assistant
College:

Natural Sciences

School:
Environment, Natural Resources, and Geography 
Reporting to:
Dr. Mark Rayment
Grade:

Grade 6, Point 22
Period:

12 months from 1st October 2011 (flexible start date)
Job Purpose
To support research project studying greenhouse gas emissions from Kenyan Mangroves
The Project

Mangroves are highly productive, yet highly threatened, ecosystems whose persistence may benefit considerably from payment for ecosystem services (PES) schemes, particularly those based on carbon sequestration. However, significant gaps exist in our understanding of mangrove carbon balance, not least in our understanding of the processes and controls on gas-phase carbon flows (CO2, CH4). This project will measure the transport of CO2 and CH4 between the atmosphere and mangrove forests at different stages of degradation and restoration, and determine how the balance between these two forms of carbon emission is driven by biological & environmental factors. With this information, this project will provide a more accurate estimate of the GHG mitigation value of mangrove degradation, conversion & restoration. 

Main Responsibilities and Expectations
The post-holder will assist the project Principal Investigator (PI) in collecting, analyzing and interpreting field data collected during fieldwork campaigns in Gazi Bay, Kenya
Specific tasks will include:

· Collaborating with existing project partners to facilitate shipping of equipment between UK and Kenya.

· Assisting the PI in establishing field study sites at Gazi Bay, Kenya.

· Operating field-based micrometeorological and gas analysis equipment in Kenya.

· Statistical analysis and other post-processing of field data.
· Writing and contributing to peer-reviewed publications.

General responsibilities

· To assist with routine administrative tasks associated with the specified research project, e.g. contribute to organisation of project meetings and documentation, preparation of manuscripts for publication.

· To prioritise tasks within a work schedule agreed with the PI to ensure that project outputs are delivered punctually.

· To attend occasional meetings and conferences for the purposes of project development and the dissemination of research results.

Other Comments
The post-holder will be based at the School of Environment, Natural Resources & Geography at Bangor University; travel to Kenya is essential.
The duties of the post outlined above are not exhaustive, and the post-holder will be expected to be co-operative and flexible, undertaking such other duties, commensurate with the grade, as requested by the Project PI, Head of School or Head of College.
The post-holder will be expected to participate in performance review and developmental activities.
PERSON SPECIFICATION
Applicants will be assessed against the following criteria: 

Educational and other qualifications; work and other relevant experience

Essential

· Applicants should have a good degree in an environment-related subject.
· Excellent quantitative research methods and statistical skills and understanding.

· Good communication and team working skills.

· Good standard of written and spoken English.
Desirable
· Applicants should possess, or be close to completing, a PhD in an environment-related subject.

· Previous experience of working in developing countries.
· Success in writing and publishing scientific papers in an environment-related subject.

Personal qualities and abilities

Essential

· Willingness to work in challenging fieldwork conditions.
· Ability to communicate effectively with partners from diverse cultural backgrounds.
· Ability to manage own time to achieve required outputs.
FURTHER PARTICULARS

Founded in 1884, Bangor University has an international reputation for the quality of its teaching and research. The city lies between the North Wales Coast and the mountains of Snowdonia, one of the finest locations of any UK University. The University is organised into six Colleges and within the College of Natural Sciences there are three academic schools (Biological Sciences; Environment, Natural Resources & Geography; Ocean Sciences) together with the Welsh Institute of Natural Resources (WINR) – a self funding, third mission unit. The core funding turnover of the College is £10M p.a. with an additional income of £5.8M p.a. from competitively won external research grants and contracts.

The School of the Environment, Natural Resources and Geography (SENRGY) has 25 academic staff and 15 support staff. The student body consists of about 300 undergraduates, about 60 taught Masters students and a further 60 PhD students.  Core research interests include ecology and management of living resources (agricultural and forest systems) in the UK and overseas, plant, soil and ecosystem science, conservation, climate change and carbon accounting, sustainable food systems.

Application Procedures

Application forms and further particulars should be obtained by contacting Human Resources, Bangor University. Tel: (01248) 382926/388132; e-mail: personnel@bangor.ac.uk; web: www.bangor.ac.uk
Please quote reference number 11-11/45  when applying.

Closing date for applications: 30th Sept 2011. 

Interviews have been scheduled for  October 2011.

Informal enquiries can be made to Dr. Mark Rayment (m.rayment@bangor.ac.uk). 

